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Diary 


COVER PHOTO. - Dr. in Willis who was guest eee at our 40th Ferrreneane Dinner, 
see report on pages 2-5. Photographed by John Berry, 
Cover design: Graham Hill. Cover printed by Bendigo Modern Press. 


Deadlines for next issue are 25th September for articles and 2nd October for notices. 
(Typed contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then 

please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing). 

Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be sought 

from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment given to the 

author and the club. 

All pack numbers except Vol. 3(10) are available, at a cost of 50 cents each. 
Complete sets of Vols. 1, 2, and 4 can be supplied at a cost of $5.00. per volume. 
(Postage is’ not AEROS in was above prices). 


THE 40th ANNIVERSARY DINNER 


Who would have predicted that we would have 94 members and guests at the 
40th Anniversary Dinner? 


Tt was obvious from the large crowd at the Bendigo Club that many people made a 
special effort to attend the Club's 40th Anniversary Dinner. 

Distinguished guests included the Mayor and Mayoress of Bendigo, Norman and 

Mrs Quin, the Marong Shire President, Cr Phillip and Mrs Eddy and Dr Jim Willis, 
the renowned botanist and author, who was the guest speaker for the evening 
Unfortunately, Mr Laurie Leeson, the President of the Club, was unable to attend, 
but Mr Rob Moors, the Senior Vice President, officiated in his absence. 


The reunion provided ample opportunity for members to get together and reminisce 
about the good old days. New members had the opportunity of meeting several 

of the Club's Foundation and Life Members. A smorgasbord dinner, which wes 
enjoyed by all, was followed by Jim Willis' talk on the Kimberley area of N.W. 
Australia, The colour slides and the dialogue were of the same high quality 

one has come to associate with the name Jim Willis. He has known and corresponded 
with many of our Club members, some for over thirty years, so it was most fitting 
+hat he was chosen as the guest speaker for this very special occasion. 
Jim's warm and friendly manner complemented his vast knowledge of botany and 
natural history to make this a most enjoyable and memorable evening. 


It was most appropriate that Mr John Kellam gave a vote of thanks because he ta 
visited the Kimberley area many years ago, and has been a personal friend of 
Dr Willis for a considerable number of years. 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank Rob Watkins and members of the 
Committee for all the work they did in organising the dinner, ul Re 
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The above article and the following pages of candid photographs were taken, 
during the evening of the 40th Anniversary Dinner, by John Berry, 
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HOW WE GOT JIM TO THE DINNER ee 
= : by Tom, Patullo 


Scenario 


7,30 pm, Our Lounge atl. Monday 1 12 August, watching 'The National’, comes the 


announcement: — 

"Owing to’ industrial disputation all subsrban and country ean SENDS will 

cease for an indefinite period as from midnight." - 

Jim Willis was due on the afternoon train on Wednesday to Sen at our fortieth 

anniversary dinner, I rang the organiser, Rob Watkins, to alert him to the 

. circumstances. Rob was dismayed, "Well we will have to bring him up by car", was 
his first thought. Later we decided to wait till morning, and get definite. 

information regarding substitute Pues if any. 


Tuesday morning, — Me 
es, arrangemenvs were as usual, buses would replace the trains, so TE was — 
to be met, same place, same time, on Wednesday. . 


Wednesday A.M. hey 
The strike was over, a call to v /tine verified that all Limetapless were as 
usual - again.’ "Al1's well that ends well” I- thought with a Ah of relief. Until:= — 


Wednesday 2.30, P.il, ; 
The phone rang. "Jim-Willis Heres was the message. You should be on the heat 
I thought. "I missed the train", said Jim. "My suburban train broke down", 


Going by V/Line's time table, Jim had left home with thirty minutes to spare. 
On arrival at Flinders Street, he boarded a train scheduled to take him to — 
Spencer Street Station, but instead it landed ‘him at North Melbourne. Still. 
having twenty minutes to spare Jim boarded a train back to Spencer SIRS Even | 
then everything would have been 0.K. ‘but, the train: broke down. ~ 

After sitting in the broken down train for some twenty minutes, the passengers: 
were politely invited to get out and walk. And so, on arriving, Jee hoof, au 
Spencer Street, the Bendigo train had gone, 

However, Jim in his calm, matter of fact way, said to the authorities, 

"T have to be in Bendigo by 6.30, what is the best you can do?",. ae 

"There is a train goes as far as Kyneton, gets there by 4.50" was the reply, and so:- 


Wednesday 2.30 P.M., our conversation by phone eAeiareieTeY "I can eakans a ‘train 
to Kyneton", said Jim, "gets there at 4.50 P.M.! 
"We will meet you there" I said, just as Jim's twenty cents ran out, 


Just to keep our organiser on his toes, I rang Rob. 

"Jim missed the train", I told him. "Oh no", said Rob, with visions of a wild 
ear trip to Melbourne and return, "But he can land at prnetoa by 4. 50", I said, 
"We can meet him there", : 


And so We Got Jim to the Dinner. 
HXEHKEEK HEHE K YX 


COMMITTEE MEET IN GS 


ab, Wednesday. 18th September 


“A0th foniversary Sub-committee meeting, at Rob Watkins place: Marnie ‘Road, 
Kennington, 8,00 pm. Very important meeting, Make sure you are there. 


ah Wednesday 25th September ; 
Ordinary committee meeting, at Alan Prenes 8, 97. Carpenter Street, 8.00 pm. 


ATTRACTING BIRDS TO THE GARDEN 
One of the Themes: at this year's Bendigo Native Flower Show. 


In recent years there has been a huge increase in the use of Australian Native 
Plants in gardens. As a result, the annual flower show held by the Bendigo Native 
Plant Group has become a very popular event. This year blooms of many bird- 
attracting plants and numerous others may be seen displayed at the Native Flower 
Show in the new Strathdale Community Centre, Crook Street, Bendigo on Saturday 
and Sunday, 5th and 6th October. 


There are a number of reasons why one would want to grow native plants in the 
garden - flower colour, size or shape, time of flowering, perfume, attractive 
foliage or suitability to the environment.: Perhaps the most rewarding benefit 
comes from the attraction of birds to the garden. In a time of ever decreasing 
habitats for our native fauna, anything the average person can do to improve 
the survival chances of animals must be applauded. Apart from this birds add 
colour, song and movement to enhance the environment of any garden. 


Through judicious planting, birds can be attracted to the garden throughout the 
whole year. Some birds may become permanent residents and even breed if the right 
conditions are created, Birds can play a very important role in pest control, 
even to the extent that there may be no need to use dangerous pesticides, 

Don't forget, however, that a garden without pests will be without a draweard 
for many birds, 


There are several elements to consider when planting a bird attractive garden, 
such as, suitable flowering plants, fresh water points, and natural thickets. 


Suitable Plants 


Some of the suitable plants would be Grevilleas, Hakeas, Correas, Banksias, 
Eromophilas (Emu Bushes), Epacris and Astroloma (the Native Heaths), Anigozanthos 
(Kangaroo Paws), Melaleucas and Callistemons (the Bottle Brushes), and of course 
the Eucalypts, in fact any nectar producing plant. A fact to remember, is that 
nectar loving birds round off their diet with insects, in other words, they 

are insectivorous, This means that: we can add to our list of bird attracting 
plants, some of the blossoms which attract insects, such as the Leptospermums 
(Tec-trees) and Acacias. Another consideration is to strive for continuity of 
bloom throughout the year. A number of our birds are nomadic and only visit our 
area at certain times of the year, 


Drinking Points 


4 eonstant supply of fresh, clean drinking and bathing water, at various points 
around the garden, has a very great attraction for birds, even in the winter. 
There is no need to supply expensive, ornate bird baths, in fact, the more natural 
looking, the better the birds like it, and what more natural than a shallow 
hollow, gouged out of a piece of soft sandstone, placed on an old stump, in a 
secluded spot in the garden, with nearby branches of foliage, giving protective 
seclusion from predators. The more water points you have in the garden, the better. 
This will guard against the concentration.of birds in one area, thus attracting 
the attention of predators, such as Hawks and Butcher Birds, Remember if there 
must be a family cat, give the birds a chance, put their water point at least 
three feet above the ground, with all the ground cover cleared away beneath it. 
One can spend many an enjoyable interlude, quietly watching the amusing antics of 
birds on the watering point. 

Natural Thickets = 

In establishing a Native Garden, in the hope of attracting the birds, aim for 
informility. Create thickets, use some medium sized trees together with lower 
growing specimens, try to have foliage right to ground level in places, The _ 
birds appreciate the security of thickets. Leave the natural bush litter on the 
ground, or provide a good mulching.This covering on the ground has the twofold 
advantage. It helps preserve moisture for the plants in the dry weather’,, and 
provides a foraging area, that the ground feeding birde,leve to fossick in. 
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A CLOSE ENCOUNTER 
by Graham Hill 


"STOP" I yelled, as my workmates foot was about to come down on the small mouse- 
like animal, "Don't kill it", I pleaded. "I don't think it's a mouse!.I 
continued, trying to answer. the look in the would-be assassin's EYEE as to why 

I did not want it killed.. 


Although being very mouse-like in colour, size and shape, there was something 
different about this animal to the small rodents that have been’so common in 

the bush and home for the: past few years. My plea was heeded and the foot froze 
in mid-air allowing the animal to escape to the refuge of a pile of bark, 

twigs and branches. ie 


This scenario occurred in July while on-a working bee at the Bowhunters Range 
in the Wellsford Forest, just east of the Rifle Range. The animal was disturbed 
as we dismantled old sandbag butts. 


After a careful search, the animal was found Re ter tightly in a mot of dried 
Ironbark bark (pardon the stutter). After trying to prize open this roll with 
only my hands (and without hurting the animal) makes you realize the meaning 

of the name, "Ironbark", With. the animal piney. in hand, I scon concluded that 
it was different to a House Mouse. 


Firstly its nose was more pointed and the eyes and ears were larger. The next 
thing I noticed were its teeth, (at this time fastened tightly around my finger ) 
They were not the prominent incisors that the mice and rats have, but smal 
pointed ones that were hard to see. 


With the use of the "Artificial Key to Small Mammals of Victoria" it proved that 
this animal belonged to the Order Polyprotodonta (Marsupials with more than two 
incisors in the bottom jaw). Further investigation showed that the second and 
third toes on the hind feet were not Didactylous (not joined ) and therefore 

a member of the Dasyuridae Family, There are three Genera within this family - 
that live in Victoria and because of the size of the captured animal and the 
fact that the Genus Ningaui is only found in the Mallee Country, there were 
only two to consider. These Genera are separated by the width of the hind feet, 
less than 3 mm wide belong to the Genus Sminthopsis, and wider than 3 mm are 
the Genus Antechinus. This animal with its very narrow hind feet (2.5 mm) 
belonged to the former. 


Three species are in Genus Sminthopsis:- : 

1. S. crassicaudata has a short (usually thick) tail. 

2. S. leucopus has a thin tail, approximately the same length as the body, and — 
the central foot pads on the hind feet are striated. 

3. S. murina is similar to S. leucopus, but the central pads under the hind feet 
are uniformily granulated. 

This animal had a thin tail, just shorter Then its body, and the foot pads were 

covered with small pin-head size bumps, and was therefore a Sminthopsis murina 

or Common Dunnart. 


This small nocturnal species ranges in an area from the Queensland border, south 
to central Victoria, and from the east coast of N.S.W., west to the start of 

the Nullabor. It is usually found in woodland, open forest and heathland, The 
common name, Common Dunnart is a little misleading as its distribution is very 
patchy, but where present in a good season may reach the density of six per 
hectare. It is insectivorous, feeding on beetles, cockroaches, cricket larvae, 
spiders and small lizards, The breeding season is from August to March and there 
are usually two litters. The young are born after a short gestation of 12 days 
and develop in a well formed pouch with 8-10 nipples. They are weaned at about 
65 days and reach adult size at about 150 days. 

It was because of this accidental meeting that our nearest record to Bendigo of 
the Sminthopsis murina was made. I wonder how many of our small native mammals 
are mistaken for the common introduced rodents, and destroyed without a second 
glance. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR JUNE 


The Meeting 


Mr Alan Hartup gave the Bird Group a talk on the wildlife of central Victoria. 
In particular, his bird and spider photography was outstanding and it was 
obvious from his talk, that Mr Hartup is a good all-rounder when it comes to. 
natural history. He touched on a wide range of natural history subjects and 
his entertaining talk was enjoyed by everyone present, 


_ Observations 


Highlights ..... Spotted Harrier at Strathfieldsaye 
‘, +e+e. Dusky Woodswallows clustering 
»+ss. Large numbers of Hardheads 
aee+- Heron catches Honeyeater 


A Spotted Harrier was recorded on 7th, 8th and 10th of May in Strathfieldsaye and 
on 17th in Mandurang., On 8th May the bird was seen hunting Quail, It flew with 
long slow béats: of its enormous wings as it moved close to the ground until 

it suddenly dropped onto its victim. The pair of resident Black-shouldered Kites 
were not too happy about having such a distinguished visitor in their territory 
and swooped at the Harrier which finally left the area on 10th May, only to 
re-appear at Mandurang on 17th May. One can be fairly sure that it is the same 
bird as the Spotted Harrier is rather rare in the Bendigo area, Another bird | 
mot prey, the Whistling Kite, was seen on 6th June at Cairn Curren Reservoir. 

It is reassuring to see these beautiful birds in the district as they have 
declined in numbers over the last ten years. . 


At the Maryborough Sewerage Farm an estimated 1500 or more aerials (cilign Basra 
as White-cyed Ducks) were present on 25th May. In addition, the eight Plumed 
Whistling Ducks (also known as Grass Whistling Ducks) which have been at the 
Sewerage Farm for the last few months were still there on 25th May. In Maryborough 
on 27th May, a Pied Currawong was heard calling in both the carly morning and . 
mid-afternoon. This rather rare winter visitor has an unmistakable call, 

This record of it is probably the first for a number of years for Maryborough. 


On 1éth May, near the Eaglehawk Rifle Range, in the southern part of the Whipstick, 
a flock of 300 or more Dusky Woodswallows was seen feeding on the ground in a 
paddock on R. & F, Browm's property. It is unusual to see such a large flock 
together in a confined area. At Diamond Hill a flock of about 100 Dusky Wood- 
swallows was seen clustering together just before dusk. The birds were all 

grouped together in a dense mass so that each-bird was in close contact with 
several other birds, Apparently, these Woodswallows often roost together in a 
cluster at certain times of the year. 


Many different species of Honeyeater have been recorded in Bendigo over the last 
one or two months. The Yellow-faced, Yellow-tufted, Fuscous, White-eared, White- 
naped, White-plumed, Blue-faced Honeyeaters and Regent Honeyeaters have all been 
seen in Bendigo gardens. Two Regent Honeyeaters were seen on 29th May and 7th June. 
From early January to mid-March a flock of eight to ten Black Honeyeaters was 
observed in and around the East Loddon School grounds. The surrounding countryside 
was very dry and the Black Honeyeaters were obviously attracted to vegetation 
around the school which includes various types of Mallee, Fuschia Gums, and 
Searlet Pear Gums, all of which were in flower. The small flock of Black Honey- 
eaters were seen feeding daily over an extended period of at least two months. 


A most unusual observation of a White-faced Heron catching a White-plumed 
Honeyeater was reported by one of our members. A White-plumed Honeyeater dived | 
into a fish pond in the observer's back-yard. When the Honeyeater returned for 
another dip the Heron caught it with one swift thrust, held it for a moment 

or two, with wings flapping wildly, then - ASD st BO. It fell to the Beto but 
it was soon up and away. © 


BENDIGO'S "GOLDEN CITY NATIONAL GEM SHOW" 


The Bendigo Gem Club is holding an exhibition of gemstones, jewellery and 
minerals at the Bendigo City Hall in Lyttleton Terrace, on September 14th & 15th. 


The collecting and scientific study of fossils is a large growing part of the 
hobby of Natural History of which mineral collecting and lapidary forms part. 
Kevin Davy of "Willyama Minerals", Wagga Wagga spends approximately six months of 
each year visiting. other continents to bring many fine minerals and fossils to 
the museums, universities and growing numbers of hobbiests in Australia. 

Kevin will display a number of unique fossils as well as having many superb 

items for sale at this years Bendigo Gem Exhibition. 


Something of interest to photograp shérs will be an exhibition of Macro-Crystal 
photography by Max Harker of Bulleen. Come share in the wonders of nature's 
hidden crystals in exquisite natural colours, enlarged and framed so that all 

_ can see their beauty. Max will be in attendance all weekend and will give slide 
illustrated lectures on his technique and be happy to answer questions and 

give advice. . 


Demonstrations will include gem athena cutting by Roy Allen of Repeat and 
sand painting by Glad Jackson of the Bendigo Gem Club, using different coloured 
sands collected throughout Australia. A silversmith Martin Ruffell will display 
the technique required to make the settings in which to mount gem stones, 


Hand crafted jewellery, facetted stones and rare minerals will be featured in 
showeases displaying the competition entries. Anyone wishing to purchase gems, 
jewellery, minerals or fossils will have a once a year chance to select from 
Melbourne and interstate retailers. 


On Saturday September 14th the - exhibition will be held between 11. 30 am and 9, O pm. 
and on Sunday September 15th from 10.0 am to 5.0 pm. 

Meals and refreshments will be available. 

Admission:- Adults $1.50, Family $3.00, Pensioners $1.00. 
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PERCYDALE EXCURSION REPORT . by Win. Demeo. 


On Sunday the 18th of August the Club excursion was to Percydale, an old gold- 
mining and slate-mining area in the foothills of the Pyremnyes Ranges. We met 

in Avoca and were joined by members of the Maryborough Club, 28 people made the 
journey. We explored the old mine workings. We saw some shafts that had stone 
walls built on one side of them, nobody seemed to know the reason, Some people 
walked through a tunnel that led to an open-cut mine. We saw the remains of a 
puddling mill, also old cyanide vats with ferns growing in then, 

We saw Lemon Seented Gums and Southern Blue Gums and lunched under Ironbark trees. 
We could hear honeyeaters and tree-creepers. 
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lants" Vol.6, 1976 - published by the Canberra Botani c 


ve P 
Chee - - there is mention of just such grafting. 


asticla staves 

been successfully grafted on to Grevillea robusta which at 1.5 m. 

22.1 stock, Plants were force grown thereby producing a slender soft 

sil nv for grafting with the approach bottle graft being the most 

he grefted scions grow a little quicker than plants produced from: 
snce the strong growing scion has taken, some pruning should be 

ous, This produces a bushy -top and not one or two long leaders ." 


Ido hope Tom can cbhtain a piece of Grévillea banksii and will experiment with 
a. gevaft.- best wishes for success, Tom. 

Regards, 

Mrs Elizabeth Waller, 
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CHANGE Ol* Ninh IBER SHITE SUBSORIP* PLTON 


RIT TRO OO E a ‘oneeoerd saclay 


The committee have passed to raise the membership subscription rates for 
1935-1986 as follows: 


Single $12.00, Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7.00, 
Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


Over the past year the club's overall expenses have increased by approximately 
$200,00. To cover a likely similar increase for 1985-86, the committee felt 

it necessary to raise the rates, which should raise an additional $270.00 approx.. 
Auso to be able to save a simll amount every year to be put into a Stock Deposit 
account, (the interest of which helps keep the rates down) for unexpected 
expenses (new typewriter, hire of facilities for meetings) ete.. 


Helene Boon, Treasurer, 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


Office bearers for 1984-1985 


PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 0521. 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
SECRET ARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSIST NT SECRETARY Lyn Hamilton Marong Rd. ,Maiden Gully 49 6224 
T REASURER Helene ‘Boon ‘Kamarooka 36 9252 
_ MEMBERSHIP. OFFICER ° Win Demeo Kamarooka 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGAN MSDS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
LIBRARIAN ' Glenise Moors Sedgwick : - 39 6254 
EDITOR - — Epic Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.,Cal.Gully 46 8736 
ASSIST ANT EDITOR Victoria Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 7673 
to te to eo so td C9 69 £9 69 cA 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $10.00, Family. $14.00, Pensioner and Children $6. 00. 

Whirrakee subscription only, $10. SOO sae 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
Meetings start at 7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. — 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday); 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 


Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 


weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in 
a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. : te 
President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 


Secretary: Salli Dearricott Burns St., Spring Gully 41 1113 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at 
the Biology Lab., einlekre Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise 
announced). 

Convenor: Eric’ Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965. 


The CON SERVAT TON GROUP meets on the third Tuesday of each month, at 8.00 Bate 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
Convenor: Chris Bunn, Averys Rd., Haglehawk. 46 8141. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets’ on the third Thursday of the month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


MEETINGS 
Wed. Sept.11 


Wed.Oct. 16 


EXCURSIONS 
Sun.Sept. 8 


Sun.Sept. 15 


- DIARY - MR & MRS RB ALLEN 


20 HOUSTON ST 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING BENDIGO VIC S550 
President's Address, . 


40th ANNIVERSARY PUBLIC MEETING 

Regional Library Theatrette at 8.0 pm. 

Guest Speaker: Vincent Serventy 

Admission $3.00 per head (to cover cost of venue), 


Tom Patullo's garden, Clympic Parade, Maiden Gully. 
Flowering acacias in the bush and garden, Pring afternoon tea 


and a chair. Go direct to the Patullo's home at 2.0 pn. 


Proceed via Calder Highway and turn off onto Olympic Parade at 
Maiden Gully. The house is on the right (west), half a kilometre 
down (if you pass Rocky Rises Road, go back half a kilometre). 


1. Working-bee to establish One Tree Hill Nature Trail. 
Meet at 10.00 am at junction of road up One Tree Hill and 
Mandurang Road. 


2, Ballarat F.N.C. campout at Melville Caves. Bendigo F.N.C. 
members are invited to attend. Campsite will be near the public 
camping area with facilities (water, toilets). Ballarat F.N.C. 
members will arrive at 10.30 am. Please contact Joanne Binns, 
Ballarat F.N.C. Secretary, on (053) 32 3670 if you intend going. 


NOTE Please note the alterations in the dates for the following two. activities 
given in the August "Whirrakee", 


Weekend 


Sept. 21-22 


Mon. , Tuesday 


Sunday 
Sept.29 


Weekend 


Oct. 5-6 


One Tree Hill Nature Trail open to the public (changed from 
Thursday-Friday 19-20 September). 


One Tree Hill Nature Trail open to schools (changed from weekend 
20-22 September ). 


Rushworth Forest, full day trip. Leaders:Norm and Edna Cleeves 

of Heathcote. Possibly. joined by members of the Native Plant Group. 
Meeting time and place: 10.00 am at the comfort station on the 
left hand side in the min street of Heathcote. 

Bring: lunch, morning and afternoon tea, field guides. 

The Rushworth Forest has a surprising variety of magnificent 
wildflowers amongst the Ironbarks. 


Native Plant Group show at Strathdale Hall, Crook Street. 

The show includes a special section on indigenous flora of Bendigo. 
The B.F.N.C. will have a table with publicity material on 

Salomon Gully Flora SERENE and Jackass Flat Flora Reserve, 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP. 


Fri.Oct. 


BOTANY GROUP’ 


Fri.sept. o7 


.30 pm Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. Topic - Frank Stephens, 
Bird Observers Club. Bird of the Night - to be announced. 
(Also Annual General Meeting held over from August. 


7.30 pm Biology Lab.,Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A. E. 


Topic; Lilies (both indigenous and exotic). 
No Saturday excursion (note exoursion to Rushworth on Sun, 29) 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs.Sept.19 6.00 pm at Graham Hill's, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square, 


Topic: Chris Bunn will lead a workshop on Mammal Skulls, using 
specimens in the group's collection.Please bring any mammal 
skulls you may have as well. 


COMMITTEE MEETINGS see page 5, 


ies 


